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Introduction 


Why Aeroamerica? 


It all started in 1975, | had been ‘spotting’ planes at 
Heathrow and Gatwick since the beginning of the decade, 
but in November of that year, at the age of 15, | ventured 
north to Stansted Airport, Essex to see what could be 
seen at this remote former war-time airfield. Movements 
were few and far between, however the airfield had an 
area for storage of old airliners and a local maintenance 
company, Aviation Traders Engineering Limited (ATEL) 
which supported mainly Boeing 707s, 720, CL-44s and 
Britannias. In November 1975 Aeroamerica’s leased in 
Boeing 707-321 N7O5PA had just arrived with ATEL for 
checks prior to sub-lease to EgyptAir. In those days ac- 
cess to hangers and ramps was less restrictive than it is 
now, so a quick “Excuse me, can | look inside your hang- 
er please” got me into ATEL’s facility and allowed me to 
clamber all over N705PA. The seed was sown, who was 
this airline who was flying a rather world-weary ex Pan 
Am fuel-guzzling 707? | soon discovered that they also 
operated a mixed fleet of early model Boeing 720s ina 
variety of jelly bean colours and that some were based in 
the then divided Berlin. Inclusive tour (IT) flights were op- 
erated out of Berlin Tegel to the usual European holiday 
spots by these 720s but they could also be found flying 
Hadj charters to Saudi for PIA or standing in for a sick 
Laker BAC 111 at Gatwick. 

This was not a _ regular run-of-the-mill carrier, 
Aeroamerica operated a mixed fleet, in a mix of colour- 
schemes and on a mixture of services... | was hooked! 

It should be noted that apart from N7O5PA the only 
other Aeroamerica aircraft | saw while in service with them 
was N793NA a leased Boeing 707-138B again with ATEL 
at Stansted, despite a visits to Tegel and Palma Majorca. 

So after many years of picking up bits and pieces of 
Aeroamerica related material and information from sourc- 
es in the UK, Germany and the USA, | have decided to 
attempt to write a brief history of the airline and its pred- 
ecessors. This is by no means definitive... its work on 
progress... 
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Aeroamerica Inc was just one part of an ‘empire’ headed 
by Arthur J6el Eisenberg. As early as January 1963 
Eisenberg set up his first travel company, Odyssey 
International Travel Inc., a retail travel agents, its name 
changed to International Travel Inc in November 1970. 
In Eisenberg’s own words he “...opened the skies to the 


‘unwashed masses””. First aircraft operations commenced 
with Club International Inc, a non-profit travel club, 
and it is from this point that we can start to really trace 
Aeroamerica’s roots. 

In March 1971 Club International (Cl), or rather A Joel 
Eisenberg, Cl’s and later Aeroamerica’s CEO, acquired 
its first aircraft, a former TWA Boeing 707-131, N735T 
(17662/23). The aircraft was painted in Cl’s smart and 
modern red and ochre colour scheme with a stylized letter 
‘’ on the tail which went on to become Aeroamerica’s 
standard colour scheme for many years. The aircraft was 
registered in Seattle, Washington to A J6el Eisenberg on 
9th March and was leased to Cl on the same day, through 
another Eisenberg company, 
Air International Inc. On 1st 
June 1971 Cl was awarded its 
certificate of authority by the 
FAA - operations could now 
commence. Cl was a travel club 
predecessor of Aeroamerica 
formed at a time when the travel 
club concept was booming. 
With Cl’s purchase of the 707 
they became the first travel 
club operator of the type, and 
after Voyager, the second travel 
club to ‘go jet’. This represented 
a considerable investment by Cl the cost of this aircraft 
being $431,862, when most travel clubs were acquiring 
old DC-7s or Constellations for about $150,000. 

In the mid to late 1960s and early 1970s many non- 
profit travel clubs quickly formed offering its members 
a ‘share’ in a second-hand airliner for as little as $100, 
manning the cockpits with moonlighting commercial pilots 
and retired military aviators, staffing the cabins with ex- 
stewardesses—and flying off for weekend vacations 
that cost members 50% to 75% less in air fare than the 
cheapest scheduled flights. 

Cl’s operating base was Seattle Boeing Field, but many 
flights originated out of Portland, OR, and Bellingham, WA 
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(primarily for their Canadian/British Columbia customers, 
where many of its members resided). Cl also had offices, 
or at least agents, in Anchorage, Portland, Vancouver, 
Honolulu, Seattle and Los Angeles. The 707’s first trans- 
Atlantic flight was to Amsterdam in mid June, in July she 
was displayed at Paine Field Air Show for two days, no 
doubt with an aim to drum up new members. For the rest 
of the year flights were carried out to all the usual travel 
club locations - Hawaii, Reno, Las Vegas and sun spots 
in the Caribbean and Mexico. 





Above: Publicity shot of Air Club’s Boeing 707-131, 
N735T. Source: aeroamerica.net 
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Milestones 


October: American Aviation Services Inc, was incorpo- 
rated, 6th October 


For the first 9 months of the year the 707 continued 
activities similar to those of the previous year. Only 
significant change was on 2nd October when the lease 
of the aircraft terminated but the aircraft was immediately 
acquired by Cl, so operations remained seamless. 
When acquired by Cl, oddly the aircraft was registered 
in Portland not Seattle, though it should be noted that 
ALL of Eisenberg’s companies records were held at their 
main office at Boeing Field King County International 
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Airport, 7777 Perimeter Road, Seattle 98108 regardless 
of their operating location. The facilities at 7777 included 
a substantial apron area, an office building and a hanger 
capable of handling a Boeing 707 sized aircraft, located 
across the runway from the Boeing production facility. 

In March Eisenberg d/b/a Air International Inc signed 
a purchase agreement with Aer Lingus to acquire Boeing 
720-048 EI-ALA (18041/172) for delivery in October 1972. 
On 16th October EI-ALA was rolled out at Dublin wearing 
Cl’s red and ochre colour-scheme, registration N734T 
was applied on the 20th with crew training commencing 
two days later. On the 26th she departed for her 
new home in the USA. 

Finally, but significantly, American Aviation 
Services Inc, was incorporated on 6th October 
1972. AASI provided leasing and maintenance, 
initially to Cl and the hanger at 7777 proudly 
displayed their red, white and blue eagle logo on 
its doors. 





Left: Air Club’s Boeing 720-048, 
N734T, approaching Dublin 
during a crew training sortie, 
October 1972. Source: via 
Michael Zoeller 





Above Left: American Aviation Services hanger. 
Above Right: N735T undergoes checks at the Cl hanger 
at Boeing Field. Sources: aeroamerica.net 


Fleet: 

N735T Boeing 707-131 Jan 73 - 
N734T Boeing 720-048 Jan 73 - 

(To N1776Q May 1973) 

N6215B ~~ Rockwell 560E Apl 73 - 
N74303 DC-7C Apl 73 - 
N734T Boeing 720-027 Aug 73 - 
N736T Boeing 720-027 Sept 73 - 
N730T Boeing 720-027 Oct 73 - 
N731T Boeing 720-027 Oct 73 - 
N733T Boeing 720-027 Oct 73 - 
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17th Dec, suppliers of aviation 
1973 saw rapid growth in the fleet and more-or-less 
shaped the fleet for the next 7 years. 

A very significant purchase agreement was signed 
by AASI and Braniff International on 19th March for 
the purchase of 5 Boeing 720-027s (N7077/18065, 
N7076/18064, N7078/18154, N7079/18423 and N7080 
/18581) for delivery in the following autumn. These 
were identical machines, with only one careful owner, 
maintained to high standards, unfortunately no records 
are available as to the purchase price, but they have to 


be viewed as being a bargain. 








INTERNATIO‘NS 


Strangely, soon after the deal with Braniff was signed 
a second-hand DC-7C N74303 (44885/702) was leased 
by Cl from a company called Stone Mountain Aircraft 
Leasing, GA. This would seem to be something of a 
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retrograde step for an organization that had just acquired 
a large jet fleet. The plane was originally delivered to Pan 
Am in 1956 but prior to its lease to Cl it has served for 
3 years with The Blue Horizon Travel Club of Cincinnati, 
OH., the lease to Cl commenced in April and only seems 
to have lasted 3 years as by March 1976 she was seen 
stored at Redmond. Throughout its short service with 
Cl it always wore Cl full colours - markings it carried for 
some years after its retirement at Miami. Her services 
were confined to the USA and particularly to the Nevada 
gambling resorts. 

Also in April AASI took delivery of a Rockwell 560E 
N6215B (592), in September 1975 ownership was 
transferred to Aeroamerica, it remained with Aeroamerica 
till 7th September 1979 when it was secured by the 
Attorney General for the State of Washington. Throughout 
its time with Aeroamerica it always wore Rockwell house 
colours. It was mosily piloted by Al Harris, Aeroamerica’s 
General Manager and Director of Ops who reportedly had 
four pages on his FAA ATPL to list all the type ratings he 
had. The aircraft was used primarily as a private transport 
for Mr. Eisenberg, referred to as Jdel’s plaything! It was 
also used to commute to the Air Club cruise ship when it 
was in Vancouver and to carry crew or spare parts. 


Below: DC-7C N74303 after retirement at Miami. Source: 
airliners.net/Don Gilham 


Right: DC-7C takes 
on fuel. Source: 
aeroamerica.net 


aeroamerica 


In May 1973 Boeing 720 N734T, now named “City 
of Niagara Falls”, was sold to a group d/b/a America 
International Aviation Inc. of Buffalo, NY. As part of the 
sales contract the seller agreed to paint Holiday Air or titles 
designated by the purchaser on the aircraft in place of the 
existing ‘International’ and to extend the red and ochre 
stripes up the tail and to paint the tail ochre from the aft 
stripe to the trailing edge. With the American Bicentenary 
just3 years away AASI requested 
a suitable registration for this 
aircraft : N1776A, N1776N or 
any letter was requested by 
AASI on the 18th May. N1776Q 
was allocated and applied to the 
aircraft on 24th May, probably 
at the same time the colour- 
scheme was modified, the lower 
cheat-line was repainted dark 





73 AIA paid a monthly installment of $18,312. On 
17th July 73 an arrangement was made to bring 
the aircraft from Hawaii to Seattle due to AIA’s 
problems with payments, this was agreed between 
AIA and J6del Eisenberg by phone. On 18th July 
73 AIA made a second payment of $18,312 and 
assumed control of N1776Q. On 21st August 
73 AASI notified AIA that the lease contract was 
cancelled. But AIA made a 
third payment of $18,312 on 
21stAugust 1973, this money 
was accepted by AASI but 
AASI still continued to treat 
the contract as defaulted. 
It was claimed that AASI 
then leased the aircraft 
to Air Club International 
“an Oregon based _ non- 


blue and America International Above: N1776Q at Pittsburgh in March 1973 in — profit organization” - AAS! 


titles applied, the tail simply had —_ full Aeroamerica colours. Source: www. airline- was entitled to Cl’s lease 


the globe removed, so obviously hobby.com 

the colours suggested above 

were never taken up. The sale to America International 
Aviation was not consummated, instead the aircraft was 
leased to them and was seen on a rare overseas visit at 
Brussels National in June and July. However things were 
not rosy between America International Aviation and AASI 
- FAA documents list details of a lengthy battle which 
lasted between the two groups for some weeks, details 
are ‘cloudy’, but were are the basic facts: 


David R Knoll, J Sweeney, K Varshay and Michael 
Hancock d/b/a America International Aviation 
issued a court summons to AASI and Jdel and 
June Eisenberg (J6el Eisenberg’s wife at the 
time) on 28th August 73. On or about 20th Aug 73 
America International Aviation claimed that AASI 
converted to their own use property that belonged 
to the plaintiffs (AIA) i.e N1776Q and its spares 
(she was certainly at Boeing Field in August). On 
22nd Aug 73 AASI via Joel Eisenberg converted to 
their/its own use all logs and records to the value 
of $850,000. AlA claimed damages of $50,000 and 
also sued AASI/Eisenbergs for $90,000 which was 
later increased to $1.8M! AIA claimed that AASI 
was the alter ego of Jel and June Eisenberg. The 
defence papers of AASI/Eisenbergs claimed that 
AIA agreed to pay $200,000 down payment and 
then 36 equal monthly installments. On 18th June 
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payments. Seems _ that 

AIA wanted to pursuit the 
Eisenbergs rather than AASI - AASI being just a 
‘name’ for the Eisenberg’s operations. All the above 
was dismissed on 14th Aug 1975. A law firm letter 
to FAA on behalf of Jdel Eisenberg dated 7th Oct 
75 stated: May 73 a contract was entered between 
AASI and AIA. AlA was in possession of the aircraft 
for a short time and immediately defaulted, aircraft 
was returned to AASI on or about 18th July 1973. 


By October 1973 N1776Q was back at Boeing Field 
with Cl. 


In August the first of the ex Braniff Boeing 720s was 
handed over, N734T (#2) (18065/196) was officially handed 
over at Dallas on 20th August to Lisa Yvette Eisenberg, 
J6el’s 7 year old daughter, who AASI had handed over the 
purchase rights to. Seating was increased to 149 and the 
aircraft was immediately leased to Cl in ex-Braniff colours 
with just the name Braniff removed from the titling, leaving 
the title International. 

Second ex-Braniff 720 to be handed over was N736T 
(18064/187) in September 1973, N732T had been 
requested but was already allocated, the aircraft, like 
N734T was assigned by AASI to one of Jdel’s children, 
this time to lan Karl Eisenberg aged 5. One has to 
assume this was for taxation purposes, or Joel was a very 
kind daddy, and as their guardian he would have carried 
out any actions on their behalf (see side bar). N736T 
was leased to Cl for 5 years from September in a 149 
passenger configuration. 

N730T (18154/226) was delivered at the end of 
October and like N734T wore basic Braniff colours, it 
remained inactive for the rest of the year. 

N731T (18423/289) also was delivered at the end of 
October, it spent the rest of the year at AASI’s facility in 
Braniff’s two-tone green colour scheme. 

Finally N733T (18581/347) was handed over early in 
October. She became the first aircraft to carry Aeroamerica 
titles, the carrier having been incorporated in August, they were 
hastily applied on to the Braniff orange and ‘pumpkin’ paint 
work - colours the aircraft was to wear for the rest of its life. 





Above: N733T in interim colours at Las Vegas . Source: 


Internet 


With the forming of Aeroamerica as a Part 121 carrier 
(Travel club operations would have been Part 125) CAB 
certificates would have been issued, this might not have 
been a good idea on reflection, since the CAB would now 
be watching, as would the FAA... 


With a substantial number of Boeings now in its fleet 
Jdel’s companies were set to tackle an exciting 1974, but 
with the awareness that fuel prices were about to increase 
dramatically as the Yom Kippur war started... 
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In 1983 and 1984 Lisa Yvette Eisenberg, lan Karl 
Eisenberg and June A. Eisenberg, Jdel’s ex wife 
brought proceedings against Joel for unpaid rental of 
two aircraft to Air Club/Aeroamerica. 

In August 1973 J6el was appointed guardian of the 
estates of his two minor children, Yvette and lan. At 
the time the guardianships were initiated, Joel (AASI) 
had purchased five Boeing 720 aircraft and sold one to 
each guardianship. Yvette’s estate purchased N734T 
with funds acquired from gifts to her, along with a loan 
of $154,000 from Air Club and its Canadian affiliate, 
ACI, Ltd. lan’s estate purchased N736T with funds 
acquired from gifts to him, along with a loan from Jdel 
of $153,000. 

In September 1973, just after delivery, J6el sought 
and received court approval to lease Yvette’s plane 
(N734T) to Air Club for a 5-year term. J6el did not dis- 
close to the court his own involvement with Air Club. 
In March 1974, without court approval, Joel replaced 
this lease with a new lease agreement between Yvette 
and Aeroamerica. Air Club filed bankruptcy in the 
spring of 1975. Yvette’s plane continued under lease 
to Aeroamerica until July 1979 and Aeroamerica filed 
for bankruptcy in November 1979. 

After the Aeroamerica lease of N734T expired, Joel 
leased the plane to a movie company as a prop for 
$8,900, which was deposited into the Aeroamerica 
account and never paid to the Yvette guardianship. 
Following this, Joel directed the dismantling and sale 
of N734T for parts. The reasonable scrap value of 
$49,350 was not deposited into the Yvette guardian- 
ship account. 

As for lan’s plane, Joel sought and was granted the 
court’s permission to lease it to Air Club for 5 years. 
Here again, there was no disclosure to the court of his 
control of Air Club. In 1975, following Air Club’s bank- 
ruptcy, J6el petitioned the court for approval to lease 
N736T to Aeroamerica. While he was debtor in pos- 
session of Aeroamerica, J6el extended the lease of 
N736T to Aeroamerica for an additional 5 years. J6el 

In August 1982, Joel was removed as guardian of 
both estates and, ultimately, his ex-wife, June, was ap- 
pointed as successor guardian. A claim of over $1.5M 
was made by Yvette for unpaid lease payments from 
Air Club and Aeroamerica, film ‘prop’ fees, scrap value 
and legal fees. lan’s claim was for just under $1M un- 
paid lease payments from Air Club and Aeroamerica, 
the value of the aircraft at the time ($50,000) and legal 
fees. 


At the first court hearing in 1983 the court found that 
prior to and during the pendency of the bankruptcy 
proceedings of Aeroamerica, J6el removed funds from 
Aeroamerica to satisfy personal obligations, including 
$485,000 to the IRS to avoid a tax sale of a residence, 
salaries of $4,000 per month to Jéel and June, a salary 
of $2,500 per month to Jéel’s second wife, Rebecca, 
and $40,000 to Rebecca for a home purchase. 

The trial court granted judgment to Yvette against 
J6el in the sum of $69,750. This amount consisted 
of a claim for the funds received for rental of N734T 
as a movie prop ($8,900), for the reasonable salvage 
value of the aircraft ($49,350), and for legal fees in the 
amount of $11,500. Yvette also was granted judgment 
against Continental/Pacific Insurance Company for 
$10,000, the amount of the guardianship bond. lan’s 
guardianship was granted judgment for $38,500 for le- 
gal fees incurred. 

On January 12, 1984, lan and Yvette filed a notice 
of appeal to this court, seeking a reversal of the trial 
court’s refusal to impose personal liability on Joel for 
the accrued lease payments due them. Sadly docu- 
ments covering their appeal are not available, however 
the above information is a very interesting insight into 
the complicated structure of Aeroamerica. 


Source: www.mrsc.org 





Milestones 


January: Sunseekers Inc. incorporated 21st Jan 


(wholesale travel agents) 

March: Xanadu Cruises Inc Incorporated 18th Mar in 
Panama. Formed to bare-boat charter the vessel ‘Xanadu’ 
from the Eisenbergs and to sell tours. 

May: Club International name changed to Air Club 
International Inc. 2nd May 

December: American Aviation Services merged with 
Aeroamerica 


After the frantic activity at the end of 19783 life in 1974 
settled down. 

Aeroamerica was certified as a commercial operator 
by the FAA and CAB on 9th January, their certificate had 
been held before by Standard Airways, which folded in 
July 1969, and the certificate had remained inactive for 
several years. 

In May Club International name was changed to Air 
Club International (ACI), though the company had been 
operation using both names for many years and with both 
names appearing on letterheads simultaneously. 

GAC Corp., the parent company of Modern Air sold its 
Berlin rights to Aeroamerica in October, thus mapping out 
the future for the airline for the next 5 years. 





N735T had a bad start to the year 









experiencing a ‘wheel-barrow’ landing 
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some old DC-3 wing spar chords 
and ferried back to Boeing Field 
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with the gear down for Boeing to 
make the necessary repairs. 

In May AASI placed an advert in 
‘Flight International’ offering all 6 


720s for sale or lease with prices ranging from $375,000 
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to $600,000 - but there were no takers. 

N1776Q was briefly leased to Hanna _ Industries, 
makers of car washes, from April till May, probably for 
promotional purposes. By July she was seen at Geneva 
in full Aeroamerica C/s. 

N734T was painted in a violet, red and orange 
colour-scheme, she was operated by Aeroamerica (the 
lease to ACI having been changed to Aeroamerica) for 
Thunderbird Hotels, Las Vegas. On the nose she wore 
“A Caesar’s World Resort” titles, her role was to fly high- 
rollers into Las Vegas from various locations around the 
USA as was popular at the time. By 1st Nov 1974 she was 
at Berlin with Aeroamerica titles at the official opening of 


the new terminal building at Tegel. 





Above: N734T at Wilmington, OH in full Thunderbird 
colours. Source: www. airliners.net/Bob Garrard 


Boeing 720 N736T spent the whole year with ACI. 

N730T had a heady few months when she was 
chartered by Dark Horse Records to ferry George Harrison 
and Ravi Shankar around the US and Canada on their 
1974 tour. Configured from ACI’s luxurious 74 pax to just 
40 pax plus open spaces for bean-bags, the plane wore 
basic Braniff two-tone green colour-scheme with Dark 
Horse tail logo and nose art from October till December 
1974. Phil Zane was 
one of the pilots “/ 
was one of the pilots 
that flew George 
Harrison, on the 48 
days tour of the US 
and Canada. We 
used a special interior 
Boeing 720 with big 
bean bag _ chairs... 
oriental rugs, etc. 
We hit 21 cities in 48 
days... Included with 





Above: Phil Zane in_ (just) 
Harrison was Billy N730T. 
Preston - numerous 


Source: www. aeroamerica.net 
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celebrities joined us from city to city, including John 


Lennon, Peter Sellers, and many more.” 





Above: George Harrison in the relaxed atmosphere of 
N730T. Source: www. aeroamerica.net 





Above: Cabin crew on N730T while used by George 
Harrison and guests. Source: www. aeroamerica.net 


N731T spent the whole year with ACI, being painted 





into a green and blue variation of the ACI colours by 
December. Above: N733T with Berliner Flug Ring_ inscription. 
N733T while with Aeroamerica was very briefly leased Source: www. aeroamerica.net 

to The Tropicana Hotel, Las Vegas around April wearing 

Tropicana titles and running a 
similar service as her sister ship, 
N734T. On 23rd Oct she made 
the historic first appearance by 
an Aeroamerica aircraft at Berlin 
Tegel when she arrived in basic 
Braniff colours with a white ‘ACI- 
style’ cheatline and wearing 
small Berliner Flug Ring titles by 
the main door (BFR was a major 
German tour operator). 





Above: N733T carrying Tropicana titles. Source: www.airliners.net/Steve Williams 
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Milestones 


June: Air Club International ceased operations 
August: Air Club International declared bankrupt 


This year saw the first full year of Aeroamerica operations 
plus the demise of Air Club International following 
bankruptcy. A King County Superior Court ordered 
Eisenberg to pay $200,000 to 3,000 Seattle-area 
residents who paid for pleasure flights that never took 
place, Eisenberg was ordered to never operate an air travel 
club again, something, with the creation of Aeroamerica, 
he had no intention of doing. 

1975 was also the first year of European inclusive 
tour (IT) services out of Tegel using the ‘EQ’ flight code, 
fitted out with 149 seats the 720s flew to 22 destinations 
in Portugal, Switzerland, Austria, The Balearics, Italy, 
Greece and Jugoslavia. Charter operations from Berlin 
Tegel commenced on 28th April with a service to 
Malaga. The main client was Berliner Flug Ring who 
had previously employed Modern Air’s Convair 990s. 

Curiously in October Aeroamerica and Jéel 
Eisenberg notified the CAB that they “no longer wish” 
to take over Modern Air, though as far as | am aware 
no official acquisition of assets was ever planned, just 
acquisition of licences. 


N735T was transferred to Aeroamerica in March 
and continued operations with the airline along side 
N1776Q, N734T, N736T, N733T and N731T which 
were leased to them before Air Club folded, all bar the 
707 were now Europe based. 

N74303 presumably was laid up after August 

N730T was configured back to 149 pax and returned 
to ACI in a green and blue c/s till September when she 
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was transferred to Aeroamerica and flown to Europe. 

Unusual joiner in September was Boeing 720-022 
N7219U (18072/252) which was sub-leased from TL Corp 
for 3 months in basic Mark Aero colours. 


Below: N7219U in basic Mark Aero colours. Source: 


www.airlinehobby.com 





Finally, Boeing 707-321 N70O5PA (17686/124) was 
leased from L & S Leasing Co., Milwaukee, WI from the 
end of October. This particular aircraft went on to have 
a long and colourful career with Aeroamerica. Having 
been parked at Tulsa from June 75 after lease to Air 
Manila International she was offered for lease in Flight 
International in July, with a configuration of 189Y, with just 
applied new paint and heavy maintenance, as an ACMI 
lease. Aeroamerica took the plane on for one year for a 
sub-lease to EgyptAir. She arrived at Luton on the 29th 
October and flew on to Stansted the following day. She 
was seen at Stansted/ATEL on 1st November with twin 
blue cheatlines from its lease earlier in the year to AMI, 
carrying small ‘Leased to EgyptAir titles, named ‘Wings 
of the Morning’ its original Pan Am name. She departed 
Stansted on 11th November for Cairo on sub-lease to 
EgyptAir and on the 12th went on to Jeddah to be used 
for Hadj flights. 





Above: N730T at Tegel. Source: Internet/Juergen Lutz 
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1976 was positively a boom-year with all operations now 


consolidated under the Aeroamerica banner. Growth in 
its IT flights out of Berlin requiring extra capacity to be 
leased in and an up-turn in its general ad-hoc leases. New 
destinations included France, Turkey, Israel and Denmark. 
In spring 1976 Aeraomeica planned its first European 
scheduled service, Berlin Tegel to Saarbrucken operating 
two flights each way daily. It is not clear if these services 
were ever operated with Boeings, one F.27 was intended to 
be used, but was never taken up, this route had previously 
been operated by Modern Air with a Hansa Jet HFB 320, 3 
times daily. By the summer any mention of this service had 
been dropped from the airline’s in-flight magazine. 

Atthis high-pointin the airline’s existence itis interesting 
to note the comments of Aeroamerica’s Deputy Director 
of Operations, Tim Powell “I was a pilot at Aeroamerica 
from its inception in 1974 to 1976 ( | flew 
both for Aeroamerica, and Air 
Club ), during that time, | also 
held the positions of Director 
of Training. My _ recollections 
are of a very closely knit group 
of pilots, and one of the most 
professional flight operations 
management groups | ever had 
the pleasure to work with... | 
have flown for international, and 
domestic airlines for 30 years... 
and still count Aeroamerica_§ right 
at the top when it comes to flight 
operations professionalism.” 
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Above: N736T at Palma after a heavy storm. Source: 


Internet 


Original Boeing 707, N735T saw little activity and 
remained based in the US. 

Patriotically registered 720 N1776Q spend most of 
the year withdrawn from use at Dublin minus 2 engines 
and at one point was due to be broken up, but a reprise 
was granted and in the autumn she operated brief Hadj 
leases for MAS and EgyptAir. 

By March the DC-7 N74303 was stored at Redmond, 
OR and never entered service again. 

N734T, N736T and N733T were all Berlin based 
Operating throughout the year on IT charters. 

N730T arrived at Tegel in April to join the rest of the 
fleet operating its. 

N731T was leased at the beginning of the year to 
Ambassador International World of Leisure via Batch 
Air, wearing Ambassador International titles and a small 
bicentennial flag on the tail. The lease was complete by 
May and she joined the rest of the Aeroamerica fleet in 
Europe, initially still wearing International titles. 

N705PA was briefly sub-leased to Bangladesh Biman 
before returning to Bournemouth Hurn for storage. 

Former Alaskan 720 N303AS (18042/182) was 
acquired from FB Ayer in May for parts only and 
was promptly stripped of parts at Seattle, BFI. 

Another — ex-Alaska 720 N302AS 
(18377/285) arrived at Dublin in May from 
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Above: N303AS, spares-ship Boeing 720 at Boeing Field 
in ex-Alaska colours. Source: Internet 


Miami after being purchased from FB Ayer and was used 
for spares. In July she was rebuilt for her final flight to 
Tempelhof where she was broken up by November. 
Short-bodied, fan-powered 707-138B N793NA 
(17700/59) was leased from National Aircraft Leasing 
and immediately sub-leased to EgyptAir in a hybrid 
Aeroamerica/EgyptAir colour-scheme. Regarding the 
EgyptAir contract F/E Gary Winstead comments “EgyptAir 
leased from us to help build their routes and in the end 
fly all the less desirable legs! 
In the beginning our planes 
were overnighting in London, 
Frankturt. 
There were lots of American, 


Paris, | Bangkok, 


British, Philippine and French 
flight attendants. Most of our 
runs were Egyptian teachers in 
and out of Libya, the Egyptian 
Army water buffalo food run to 
Khartoum things like that...” 

Strangest lease has_ to 
be that of DC-8 33F N124AJ 
(45626/143) from United Aircraft 
Leasing. This aircraft was a pure 
cargo aircraft and was officially 
leased to ‘Aero American 
International Inc, Seattle, WA’ 
on the 27th Feb for 3 months. 
The aircraft gained Aeroamerica 
titles and was flown to Tegel from 
Medford, OR for sub-lease to 
EgyptAir in March. She routed 
Cairo-Shannon-Gander-Miami 
at the end of the lease on the 6th June having only flown 
48 hrs while on lease.... 

BAe 111 N5016 (056) was leased in from National 
Aircraft Leasing from April to October to cover the summer 
holiday season, she was based at Tegel (though also flew 
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out of Tempelhof which the Boeing 720s could not do) in 
a metallic variation on the standard Aeroamerica colour- 
scheme. She arrived from Seattle via Montreal, Gander, 
Keflavik and Brussels with an 89 seat interior. She was 
employed on services to the usual Mediterranean holiday 
destinations, maintenance was contracted out to Aer 
Lingus at Dublin. Upon completion of the lease there was 


some uncertainty as to who was going to pay for the flight 
back to the US... 











Left: Leased DC-8 33F seen at 
a wintery Tegel. Source: Inter- 
net 


Below: BAe 111, N5016 seen at 
Salzburg. Source: www.airlin- 
ers.net/Markus Buttinger 
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The frantic activity of previous years was clearly seen 


to decline in 1977 with operations just centering around 
the Berlin based IT services and short-term leases and 
charters. The main IT client was still Berliner Flug Ring, 
with other major clients being Kuoni and TUI (Touristik 
Union International). At this time Aeroamerica was 
operating 30% of all charter flights flown from Tegel. 

Trouble hit the airline on 1st July when 96% of 
unionized stewardesses responded in favour of a 
strike over pay and conditions, after a ballot was held 
by the German union, DAG (Deutsche Angestellten- 
Gewerkschaft - German Salaried Employees’ Union). An 
Aeroamerica Boeing stewardess earned 1200DM (approx 
$696) compared with 1695DM at Pan Am, approx $983. 
A week of talks between Aeroamerica and DAG followed, 
the following weekend, despite many staff not turning up 
for work, Aeroamerica’s schedule carried on as normal 
with the help of contract stewardesses taken on from the 
UK and by reducing the number of cabin-crew from 4 to 3 
per aircraft, no-doubt aggravating the situation. One of the 
points of contention was that DAG demanded that their 
members work conditions should be treated as though 
they were employed in Germany, Aeroamerica argued that 
often stewardesses worked out of their overseas bases 
therefor German law should not apply. By the second 
week of action two stewardesses were fired without notice 
for taking part in pickets during the strike... By the end of 
July the dispute had still to be settled, with thousands of 
Berliners fearing that their holiday plans would be ruined. 
DAG maintained that Aeroamerica was subject to CAB 
and FAA regulations which were “not particularly strict” 
as far as hours of work, breaks and hours on duty were 
concerned, and that German rules which were far stricter 
should be applied to the airline. Despite these comments 
it would seem that the strike action gradually got weaker 
and weaker as the summer season drew to a close and 
by August the action, such as it was, had finished. 
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N735T was finally withdrawn from use at Seattle, BFI 
having only flown 300 hrs in the past 2 years 

N1776Q flew for Aeroamerica during the year but not 
on IT services, by September she was withdrawn from 
use at Tegel. 

Boeing 720s N734T and N733T ran basic IT schedules 
throughout the year, work they shared with N730T and 
N736T, the latter two however were leased to Saudia and 
Sudan Airways towards the end of the year. 

N731T was sub-leased to Kibris Turk Hava Yollari 
(KTHY) during the summer. 





Above: N793NA at Paris Orly in basic Aeroamerica 


colours. Source: www.airlinehobby.com 


N793NA was acquired by Aeroamerica in 1977 and 
remained in service with EgyptAir till the end of the year 
when she was restored to Aeroamerica c/s and was seen 
at Orly, Tel Aviv and Istanbul on several occasions. 


Fleet: 

N735T Boeing 707-131 Jan 78 - 
N1776Q___— Boeing 720-048 Jan 78 - 
N6215B ~~ Rockwell 560E Jan 78 - 

N734T Boeing 720-027 Jan 78 - 

N736T Boeing 720-027 Jan 78 - 

N730T Boeing 720-027 Jan 78 - 

N731T Boeing 720-027 Jan 78 - 

N733T Boeing 720-027 Jan 78 - 
N793NA Boeing 707-138B ~—_ Jan 78 - April 78 
N7201U ~—— Boeing 720-022 June 78 - 
N7207U _— Boeing 720-022 July 78 - 
N7521A ~~ Boeing 707-123B = June 78 - 
N7522A ~=Boeing 707-123B May 78 - 
N705PA Boeing 707-331 Jan 78 - May 78 
N63740 Boeing 707-227 Jan 78 -Nov 78 


N431MA Boeing 707-321 
N714FC Boeing 707-321 


April 78 - 
Jun 79 - 


After 1977 when the overall fleet shrunk, in 1978 it 
expanded again with Aeroamerica taking on a mixture 
of second-hand 720s and 707s_ no-doubt creating a 
maintenance stock control nightmare! FormerAeroamerica 
F/E Gary Winstead explains “a lot of the [707/720] parts 
were interchangeable, _ the 
ones that were not usually 
forced flight cancellations or 
substitutions till parts arrived. 
One of the sneaky deals was 
our contract maintenance was in 
Tel Aviv with Bedek Aviation/IAIl. 
You couldn't take an airplane 
that carried EgyptAir, Saudia, 
or especially Libyan Arab titles 
on the side to Tel Aviv. So we 
would fly in by canceling over 
the Turkish, coast refilling in 
Nicosia and landing undercover 
of darkness and taxiing straight 
to the end of the runway and 
into Bedek/IAl’s hangar. Of 
course the Israelis were already 
expecting us so when we got 
in the hangar tarps were put over the logo and workers 
removed all logo cups, [safety] briefing cards etc from the 
aircraft. We would just reverse everything to leave, but 
the first time you do it - it is a little scary!” Aeroamerica’s 
in-flight magazine for Summer 1978 listed all the usual IT 
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holiday destinations but also offered services to an exotic 
mixture of destinations including Rio de Janeiro, Lahore, 
Karachi, Cairo and Tehran... Scheduled passenger 
services were commenced between Seattle Tacoma 
International and Spokane in August, five months after 
their original scheduled launch date, using N7207U and 


these proved a Success. 





Above: N7521A at Frankfurt in full new Aeroamerica 
Native-American colours. Source: Gert Hake 


On 11th July Berlin newspaper Der Tagesspiegel carried 
an article on the passing through Berin Tegel of Boeing 
707-123B N7521A: “The US airline Aeroamerica yesterday 
presented a newly acquired B707 with a modern “wide- 
body” look. The aircraft had made a stop in Tegel en route 
to Pakistan and has already left Berlin. The aircraft will for 
the time being be leased to PIA, but it is planned to have 


Left: Ahmad Saeed Siddiqi 
awaits to board Boeing 707- 
123B N7521A at Karachi. Note 
the very small ‘Leased to PIA’ 
titles next to the door. Source: 
Abbas Ali 
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it based in Berlin permanently next year, at which time the 
Berlin fleet (of Aeroamerica) will be a 707 with 175 seats 
and 2 720s with 148 seats each. While it is already clear 
that Aeroamerica will be flying for the BFR (Berliner Flug 
Ring) in the winter programme of flights, discussions for 
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summer 1979 are still at the moment in progress. 

The B707 that is coming to Berlin next year is fitted 
out with a modern interior with 
lockable luggage bins, possible 
in-flight entertainment and more 
powerful engines, so that the 
aircraft would be suitable above 
all for the longer holiday flights, 
eg. to the Canary Islands. 

Aeroamerica’s transport 
of deported Pakistanis a few 
months ago gave Aeroamerica 
the opportunity to make contact 
with PIA, which at present has chartered a total of 5 
aircraft from Aeroamerica together with cockpit crew.” 

The PIA business was as a result late delivery of 
aircraft to the airline resulting in capacity problems, 10 
cockpit crews plus mechanics from the USA and Great 
Britain were stationed in Karachi, two German mechanics 
from Aeroamerica’s Berlin base were in charge of overhaul 
and maintenance and were exchanged every 3 weeks. 


N735T had its tail removed in May which was fitted to 
N7522A, she continued to fall into a state of disrepair at 
Seattle. 

N1776Q after storage at Tegel, was ferried to Seattle 
in July for further storage, its future uncertain. 

N734T this aircraft was withdrawn from use at the 
beginning of the year at Tegel then at Tel Aviv, she returned 
to Tegel in April to operate a reduced summer schedule 
for Aeroamerica and some other ad hoc charters. 

N736T operated a mixture of flights for Aeroamerica, 
Britannia Airways, and Private Jet Services during the 
summer. In April Bedek Aviation in Tel Aviv had made 
repairs to right-hand lower wing where cracks had 
been found, proving that many of these 720s were now 
beginning to show their age. 

N730T operated a reduced schedule out of Tegel for 
Aeroamerica and filled in for other charter airlines on an 
ad hoc basis. 

N731T spent most of the year on lease to KTHY in full 
colours and was named ‘Yavruvatan’ , but also operated 
ad hoc services when required for other carriers. 

N733T started the year operating for KTHY but was 
replaced by N731T. The rest of the year after April was 
spent on short-term leases to Saudia and PIA. 

N793NA had an uneventful year, she was stored in 
Aeroamerica’s hanger at Boeing Field by February and 
only emerged in December in an all white finish, shortly 
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after this she was sold to TAG Aviation Ltd. 
Always on the look-out for old Boeing 720s, N7201U 


Left: Boeing 720- 
022 N7201U in 
basic Aeroamerica 
colours at Basel. 
Eduard 
Marmet/airliners. 


Source: 


net 


(17907/85) 720-022 was delivered to Boeing Field in 
June. She was seen in the UK in August and at Tegel in 
September, towards the end of the year she few a number 
of services for Private Jet Services including one unusual 
route on the 26th October which routed Cairo-Aberdeen- 
Inverness-Berlin and a flight from Tegel to Rome carrying 
actor Omar Sharrif. 

From the same stable as N7201U came 720-022 
N7207U (17913/141) which was leased for 15 months 
from June from a company called Eastern Aircraft 
Services of Miami Beach. In July she was seen at Seattle 
in Aeroamerica’s striking new colour-scheme, aim was to 
use this aircraft on the Seattle (SEA)-Spokane ‘SkyShuittle’, 
a new service started by Aeroamerica, though how many 
services it actually operated | am unaware of. 

The first of two former American Airlines 707-123Bs 





Above: N7207U at a rain-soaked Miami International. 


Source: www.airlinehobby.com 


was leased from Tiger Air, N7521A (17648/63) was 
delivered at the end of May to Seattle. She was configured 
by Aeroamerica in a 12F/135Y layout and ferried Seattle- 
Tegel-Pakistan in July on sub-lease to PIA. She was 
the first Aeroamerica aircraft to wear their new colour- 
scheme which included a complicated Native-American 
Indian style tail logo. Small PIA titles were carried by the 


passenger doors. 

The second ex-American aircraft was N7522A 
(17649/66) which was also sub leased to PIA, only with a 
plain white tail courtesy of N735T. 

N70O5PA returned in February but did not seem to see 
any service until towards the end of the year when she 
was sub leased to PIA for Hadj services, in basic PIA 
colours. 

An anomaly in the form of Boeing 707-227 N63740 





Above: Boeing 707-227 N63740 in Club Alaska colours. 
Source: www.airlinehobby.com 


(17694/97) arrived with the airline in January. | have to 
assume that the aircraft was the subject of a lien claim for 
maintenance that Aeroamerica carried out for its operator, 
Club Alaska to the value of $249,357. It would seem that 
she was leased to Trans Asian of Windsor, UK towards 
the end of the year to transport Vietnamese refugees from 
Hong Kong to Stansted, she also paid visits to Jeddah 
and Dhahran in October and November before ending up 
at Luton where she was repossessed by United Bank of 
Alaska in December... 

Former British Midland 707-321 N431MA (17597/68) 
was leased from MCA Leasing in April and was sub leased 
to Pakistan International from the 30th. 

Ex Perfect Tours 707-321 N714FC (17592/13) which 
had been stored at Stansted since January 1976 was 
painted with Aeroamerica titles by ATEL in June and 
delivered in July to Karachi on lease to PIA. 


aeroamerica 
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Milestones 
November: Filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 


This was the final year of any substantial operations by 
Aeroamerica. However scheduled passenger services 
were due to commence between Seattle Tacoma and 
Honolulu in January and between Portland and Honolulu 
in March, how many of these flights were operated is 
unclear, the only aircraft available would have been 
Boeing 720 N7207U. 

In January it was announced that the airline had 
lost its biggest IT contact with BFR (Berliner Flug Ring) 
to the newly formed Air Berlin-USA. The BFR contact 
which had been in place since 1975 was not renewed 
due to Aeroamerica’s flight operations becoming more 
and more unreliable. Aeroamerica announced it wanted 
to concentrate on cheap flights between Europe and 
the USA, it planned to begin a weekly (Thursday) flight 
from the start of the summer season between Berlin and 
Miami via Brussels or Amsterdam, with a return economy 
price of 942DM ($546). A similar route to Orlando was 
also proposed by Air Berlin. At the end of April 1979 Air 
Berlin took over Aeroamerica’s Berlin IT operations using 
two former TWA Boeing 707-331s, thereby cutting off the 
airline’s life blood. 


The Seattle-Spokane service sporadically continued 
as passenger Erik Johannesson comments “Not long 
before the airline finally collapsed, | had the opportunity to 
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fly on N736T while it flew the Seattle-Spokane scheduled 
service. It was a typical kind of Aeroamerica experience... 
a friend & | dropped into the hangar at Boeing Field for 
a look around, and ended up getting a free ride over to 
Spokane International and back later that day. A great 40 
minute flight, and a quick turnaround in Spokane (where 
they had to keep an engine running as they had no ground 
power!) and another 40 minutes back to Seattle.” 


Brian Grennan was hired by the airline as a Flight 
Attendant just months before the bankruptcy “/ was just 
18 and had a GREAT time...we had no idea how bad it 
probably was [from a safety point-of-view]. My first flight 
was a scheduled trip Seattle-Honolulu-Seattle on an old 
Pan Am 707-321B (N404PA), that was stripped bare of 
all paint. It had small black titles near the forward cabin 
door that said ‘Aeroamerica’. The interior was actually 
very nice, the best we had, but my first flight was delayed 
6 hours because the aircraft had mechanical problems. 
We finally left and flew round trip without yaw-damper 
control (which apparently was a legal ‘exemption’ item). 
The aircraft rolled and pitched all the way there and back. 
...| believe it required the pilots to physically fly the plane 
100% of the time.” 





Above: Boeing 707-321B N404PA stripped of paint with a 
small Aeroamerica logo by main door seen at Heathrow. 


Source: planepictures.net/lan Haskell 


Perhaps like the last days of the Roman Empire, 
things start to go a little crazy...? A former Continental 
Airlines Captain reported “The last time | personally 
noticed one of their [Aeroamerica’s] 707’s was in Guam in 
late 1979. It looked, shall we say, well used, and the cabin 





crew, staying at the Hilton, were having a grand ‘ole time 
swimming in the hotel pool at 3am, sans wardrobe.” 


International route extensions to Amsterdam, Brussels, 
Munich (with an extension to Berlin) and Frankfurt all 


from Boston were planned to start in May, probably 
using the Boeing 707-123Bs, 6 times weekly. Services 
between Honolulu and Frankfurt were also planned with 
an extension to Berlin. According to the press at the time, 
services to Detroit, Denver, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Oakland, Miami, New York, Washington DC, Houston, 
Baltimore and Kansas City were operated, gained under 
the CAB’s dormant routes award, thought | doubt that any 
services were actually operated to these destinations. 

Despite the apparent glamour of the planned 
destinations, the life of an Aeroamerica pilot was not that 
of luxury, as F/E Gary Winstead explains “...we lived out 
of our suit cases so one day we were working with Turkish 
Cyprus Airlines and the next we were subbed out to Laker 
or whoever...[Eisenberg] was one of the those people 
who can turn shit into gold for himself ...all of us in the end 
were left with “good bye” and lots of back pay checks that 
bounced! As | recall Aeroamerica still owes me $5,500 or 
so, having said all that it was still a wonderful job!” 

A press release in July proudly announced that 
“Aeroamerica have bought their first Boeing 747-132 
N9898 (19898) ex-China Air Lines.” - This lease was 
never consummated and the aircraft remained in service 
with CAL till 1984. 

A variety of 707s and 720s were leased during the 
year but the concerns surrounding the financial situation 
and the operation of a mixed fleet of high-time Boeings 
came to a head in November. On 4th November the 
Berlin office was shut. On the 7th November an informal 
meeting was held between Aeroamerica and the FAA as 
a result of which Aeroamerica voluntarily surrendered 
its Commercial operators authority to the FAA and its 
Operations specifications were amended accordingly. 
Also on the 7th N730T was impounded and sealed at 
Tegel after legal proceedings were brought against the 
airline by Allen Airmotive (Owed 100,000DM ($58,000) 
for parts, overhaul and repair work) and British Airways 
(owed 63,000DM ($36,540) for tickets acquired using 
Aeroamerica credit card, fees for technical dispatch of 
aircraft and the carriage of cargo). They were alerted 
when Aeroamerica announced that they were going to 
fly out their last aircraft from Tegel on November 15th, 
loaded with spare parts bound for Seattle. ‘Detaining 
proceedings’ were immediately placed on the Boeing 
which was valued at 5 to 7 Million DM ($3-4M), the plane 
had chains fixed around the nose undercarriage making it 
impossible to move. 

On the 15th the CAB issued an order revoking the 
exemption, the effect being to deny Aeroamerica from 
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continuing American flight operations and therefore 
European as their ops in Europe fell under US law due to 
the then set-up in Berlin. Aeroamerica wanted to continue 
flying till 20th March 1980 and then just operate in the 
summer months, according to local press at the time. 

Finally on the 19th November Aeroamerica filed a 
petition under Chapter 11 of the bankruptcy code seeking 
a reorganization. 

Berlin newspaper continued to run the Aeroamerica 
story during the end of November, Morgenpost reported 
that in Seattle debts were claimed to be several million 
dollars. It also reported that Hannover Airport was owed 
270,000DM ($156,600) for airport fees, Berlin Airport 
50,000DM ($8,620) for rent plus 252DM ($434) per day 
for the parking of the 720 and Airport Catering Services 
was owed 40,000DM ($23,200) for cabin service meals. 
Der Tagesspiegel reported that the CAB had grounded 
the airline and that further legal action would be decided 
up on Berlin in mid December. 


Long serving 720 N1776Q received some corrosion 
repair treatment at Boeing Field early on in the year but in 
September she was handed over to the Attorney General 
for the State of Washington as payment for outstanding 
debts. 

N6215B was secured by the Attorney General for the 
State of Washington in September and was eventually 
sold. 

N734T operated services for Inex-Adria and Laker 
(covering for grounded DC-10s) early on in the year. On 
4ih July she departed from Tegel to Keflavik, officially 
returning from lease to Aeroamerica to Lisa Eisenberg. 
She was placed in storage at Boeing Field minus engines 
by October. 

N736T had returned to US by April to operate 
Aeroamerica charters and was damaged at Tacoma when 
hit by an Aeroamerica tractor while being towed! In June 
she was back in Europe, this time she arrived at Hannover 
with gear problems which were not fixed till August when 
she departed to the USA for further storage. 

N730T flew a number of services during the first half 
of the year for Dan-Air, JAT, Air Malta, Monarch, Britannia 
and Laker. By October 1979 she was withdrawn from use 
at Tegel and was later impounded. 

N731T returned from sub-lease to KTHY and was 
withdrawn from use at Malta in March. She was used 
by Air Malta during the summer of 1979 on an ad hoc 
basis. She went back on lease to KTHY in September 
and it would appear remained on sub-lease to them 
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even though Aeroamerica’s operators certificate was 
withdrawn in November. In December registration N321E 
was applied for with the intention of leasing the aircraft to 
Eastern Orient Airlines, but delivery was delayed and the 
registration N731T was retained. 

N733T was withdrawn from use at Miami in January still 
wearing small PIA stickers but soon returned to Europe to 
Operated some short-term charters for various European 
operators. By the end of the winter she was withdrawn 
from use at Tegel still with the PIA stickers. By July she 
was back in the USA and in service with Aeroamerica. By 
the end of the year she was parked at the Aeroamerica 
hanger at Boeing Field, withdrawn from use 

Executive configured 720 N7201U visited Heathrow 
on numerous occasions in February wearing “Republique 
Populaire Revolutionnaire Linee’” titles for some unknown 
reason. In July the aircraft was signed over to Conex 
Aviation Ltd. and in September Aeroamerica signed 
the aircraft over to the Attorney General for the State of 
Washington, by this time she was parked withdrawn from 
use at Luton. 

N7207U having flown limited services for Aeroamerica 
between Seattle and Spokane and ‘some’ military charters, 
she was secured by the Attorney General for the State 
of Washington in early September. In October she was 
seen at Miami withdrawn from use in full Aeroamerica c/s 
and was returned to Eastern Aircraft Services on the 10th 
October at Miami. 

N7521A was sub-leased to KTHY in February. In July 
she flew to Malta for a short term lease to Air Malta. After 
July the whereabouts of this aircraft are unclear, however 
by November she was withdrawn from use at Ankara and 
later impounded when it transpired that Aeroamerica owed 
the Turkish Petroleum Co $500,000. She was finally able 
to leave Ankara in April 1980 having been repossessed 
by Tiger Air. 

Sistership N7522A returned from sub-lease to PIA in 
February and spent a few weeks withdrawn from use at 
Shannon before moving on to Boeing Field in March. She 
was briefly leased to Somalia Airlines during March and 
April then was ferried to Stansted at the end of the lease 
on 18th April 1979. 

N705PA like many other aircraft in the fleet was 
returned from sub-lease to PIA in February and was 
placed in temporary storage at Shannon. By the end 
of March she had CFW 111 (Charles F Willis Ill, a 
Californian philanthropist) titles applied and was air- 
tested Shannon-Gatwick-Shannon on 3rd April before 
departing to California to join N714FC flying Vietnamese 
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refugees from Vietnam to the USA and Malaysia. An 
unusual contract was won at this stage by Aeroamerica: 
In August N7O5PA was sub-leased to the Royal Fiji 


Military Forces to fly Fijian UN peace-keeping forces to 
the Lebanon. She arrived at Nadi on 30th August and had 





Above: Boeing 707-331 N70O5PA in poor condition in 
Kuala Lumpur. Source: airliners.net/Stefan Martin 


her CFW 111 titles removed. On 3rd October she arrived 
at Kuala Lumpur with engine trouble e/r Nadi-Beirut and 
there she remained in ex-PIA colours with small Royal 
Fiji Military Forces titles by the front passenger door. By 
August 1980 she had been impounded by the Malaysian 
Civil Aviation Department, for unpaid fees. She ended her 
days on display at Kelaua Jaya Park, Subang, Malaysia 
as a restaurant with a TT of 47734 hrs. 

N714FC returned from lease to PIA in February and 
was flown back to Boeing Field. In April she was leased 
for one month to Charles F Willis Ill, who employed the 
aircraft of flights from Vietnam to the USA and Malaysia 
carrying refugees, wearing CFW 111 titles. In July the 





Above: Boeing 707-321 N714FC still in basic Perfect 
Tours colours at Boeing Field along side N733T. Source: 


jetphotos.ch 


aircraft was briefly leased to PIA again and was returned 
to Aeroamerica at Boeing Field in November and was 
withdrawn from use 

N431MA was returned from her sub-lease to PIA in 
March and was withdrawn from use at Shannon. In the 
early spring she was sub-leased again to PIA before finally 
returning to Aeroamerica and to MCA Leasing in August 
when she flew Shannon-Miami. 

With the anticipation § of 
establishing scheduled trans- 
Pacific and __ trans-Atlantic 
services 2 Boeing 707-321Bs 
were leased from Guinness Peat 
Aviation/First Security Bank of 
Utah, the first being N402PA 
(18833/405) which was leased 
from ist June and immediately 
sub-leased to Charles F Willis Ill. 
She was returned in August and sub-leased to Bangladesh 
Biman till October when she flew to Bournemouth Hurn 
for storage. By December Aeroamerica had surrendered 
any interest in this aircraft to ATENA, a credit company. 

The second 707-321B was N404PA (18835/408) which 
arrived at Boeing Field in September stripped of paint 
but carrying Aeroamerica stickers. Aeroamerica soon 
defaulted on its payments and like N402PA Aeroamerica 
had surrendered any interest in this aircraft to ATENA, 
eventually returning to GPA. 
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Left: Boeing 707-321B N402PA 
in basic Pan Am colours with 
Bangladesh Biman titles at 
Bournemouth Hurn. Source: 
airliners.net/lan Haskell 
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Fleet: 


N735T Boeing 707-131 Jan 80 - 
N1776Q___— Boeing 720-048 Jan 80 - 
N734T Boeing 720-027 Jan 80 - 
N736T Boeing 720-027 Jan 80 - 
N730T Boeing 720-027 Jan 80 - 
N731T Boeing 720-027 Jan 80 - May 80 
N321E Boeing 720-027 May 80 - 
N733T Boeing 720-027 Jan 80 - 
N7201U ~—_— Boeing 720-022 Jan 80 - 
N7521A ~~ Boeing 707-123B Jan 80 - Mar 80 
N7522A ~~ Boeing 707-123B Jan 80 - Mar 80 
N705PA Boeing 707-331 Jan 80 - Aug 80 
N714FC Boeing 707-321 Jan 80 - 


The FAA finally pulled Aeroamerica’s certificate on 30th 
June. 

However on August 19th a joint application was made 
by Aeroamerica and the official creditors committee for 
the reinstatement of commercial operator privileges 
to the FAA. Two months later (now headed by Michael 
Falconer, former VP Ops) on October 19th Aeroamerica’s 
Operating certificate was re issued, Cert NW-1(C). On 





18th September a letter of intent was signed to lease 
one Boeing 720-027 N736T from lan Karl Eisenberg to 
be used on one round trip per week between Seattle 
Tacoma-Reno on behalf of the Ponderosa Hotel and 
Casino. Some services were also later operated by Jet 
Set Travel Club’s Boeing 720-022 N7225U on behalf 
of Aeroamerica. Brian Grennan who had lost his Flight 
Attendant’s position with Aeroamerica at the end of 1979 
was recalled by the airline: “! was recalled and | spent 
a few days in recurrent training and started working a 
few times a month on short flights to Reno. One of the 
last times we flew Seattle Tacoma was fogged in and 
we landed at Portland. We were a ‘non secured flight’ 
(meaning our passengers were not security screened) 
and we were not allowed to the terminal. They made us 
park clear on the other side of the airport at midnight. We 
had no ground support-NOTHING. The flight engineer 
went down through the hatch into the lower hold and out a 
cargo door. He found a set of very dangerous work stairs 
and one by one, we sent 149 people climbing down very 
rickety stairs from the forward door. We held flashlights 
for them to see where they were going. Eventually buses 
came and by 5 a.m. we were all back in Seattle. One of 
the flight attendants on that trip was so angry she literally 
walked into the foggy night and never came back. We 
guess she rented a car and drove home! 

| heard lots of really scary stories from other flight 
attendants who flew the Pacific contracts ... and how close 


See ee ae Pain 


Above: N736T towards the end of her career at Boeing Field along side N733T and N734T. Note Aeroamerica hanger 


in the background. Source: Internet 
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Aeroamerica came to disaster more than a few times. But 
we didn't. Every flight was safe, no one was ever injured. 
Pissed off yes, injured no. | can honestly say we were 
really nice to the passengers. We tried to do everything 
we could to make it half way decent. | always had fun, 
loved those old dirty creaky planes. If you were assigned 
the aft flight attendant jump seat, the noise during take off 
on the 720 was so loud that you had to yell into the ear 
of the flight attendant next to you... and you still could not 
hear anything. 

! still think tf we would have had small economical 
aircraft, good financial backing we would have been 
around today. Probably the ATA or Sun Country of the 
west coast...?” 

FAA authority was regained but the CAB withdrew its 
approval unless Aeroamerica posted a bond. Aeroamerica 
never did, but nevertheless resumed flying a few charters 
with its own aircraft in 1982. The owners sold its remaining 
assets shortly afterwards. 


N735T had its registration cancelled in June, and 
remained at Boeing Field all year in poor condition minus 
parts. 

N1776Q having been withdrawn from use at Boeing 
Field, in October the aircraft received a reprieve and a 
number of services were operated by Jet Set Travel Club 
either for Aeroamerica or for Jet Set. 

N734T spent the year in storage at Boeing Field minus 
engines. 

N736T was stored at Boeing 
Field for most of the year she was 
test flown on 12th September 
using the Aircraft Operating 
Certificate of the Airline Training 
Institute, San Mateo, who had 
been using the airframe for 
training purposes during the 
year. After 19th October she was 
leased again to Aeroamerica for its 
Ponderosa contract. 

N730T after release by the 
authorities in Berlin, she was 
ferried Tegel - Hurn for storage 
and offered for sale by Shackleton Aviation on the 15th 
August with a TT of 42091 hrs. 

N731T seems to have remained on sub-lease to 
KTHY till 22nd April when she was ferried Istanbul - 
Hurn for storage. On 19th June she was re-registered as 
N321E and painted as such. Also at this time she was 
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registered to Eastern Orient Airlines Inc. of Seattle, WA, 
which | think might have been another Eisenberg company, in 
December , still at Hurn, she was reported as being acquired 
by Aeroamerica! 

N733T was withdrawn from use at Boeing Field all 
year. 

N7201U remained parked at Luton all year. 

N7521A returned to Tiger Air after they had settled 
outstanding payments in Turkey. Was ferried Ankara- 
Luton in April and was withdrawn from use 

N7522A also returned to Tiger Air when it was 
repossessed at Luton in March. 

N705PA was impounded by the Malaysian authorities 
at Kuala Lumpur officially in August. 

N714FC was parked at Boeing Field, withdrawn from 
use all year. 





Above: N321E being worked on at Bournemouth Hurn in 
1980. Source: Air-Britain/Steve Burland 
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On March 31st the FAA issued Aeroamerica with its 
second FAA Part 121 certificate, solely used for the 
operation of N736T. By this time Aeroamerica was using 
the strapline ‘the innovate airline’ alongside its logo. Of 
course the word innovative can be taken in many different 
ways, but it is probably not how the FAA or CAB would 
have described the airline by this stage. 


N735T was broken up at 
Boeing Field by mid 1981. 

N1776Q no reports as to this 
aircraft’s activity or lack of it in 
1981. 

N734T was _ reportedly 
leased to an organization called 
Firehouse 6 of Dumas, TX, but 





she remained at Boeing Field. 
In May the left hand side only Above: The last days of N735T, the aircraft that 
was painted as United States _ started it all. Source: aeroamerica.net 
of America/26000/Air Force 
One for an ABC Circle Productions TV movie about JFK, 
Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy’ for which Aeroamerica 
received $8,900. 
N736T from January to October she flew just 27hrs. 
After October she was withdrawn from use 
N730T sat withdrawn from use at Hurn all year. 
N321E was parked next to N730T at Hurn all year. 
N733T finally broken up at Boeing Field in June, 
though parts remained in evidence till January 1982. 
N7201U remained in poor condition at Luton all year, 
and was reportedly worked on in December for an Arab 
customer till it was found to be riddled with corrosion. 
N714FC was broken up at Being Field by September, 
though some parts remained in evidence till February 
1983. 
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Aeroamerica was grounded in 1982 by the FAA for 
Operating a non-airworthy Boeing 720, the owners 
realised that there was no escape from Chapter 11, 
Michael Falconer and his airline gave up the struggle - 
company was dissolved. 


N1776Q broken up by September 1982, reported 
as destroyed/scrapped by August 1983 according to 
FAA records, signed by Joel Eisenberg as President 
of Aeroamerica. Registration cancelled finally on 15th 
November 1983. 

N734T seen at Boeing Field throughout the year in a 
semi derelict condition. 
N736T was 
as being acquired by the 


reported 


Airline Training Institute and 
was seen at Boeing Field in 
December being repainted into 
Aeroamerica’s Native-American 
Indian colours. 

N730T a telex from the US 
Embassy in London in January 
to FAA at Oklahoma _ stated 
“A company in the UK has 
been storing two B720 aircraft, 
N321E and N370T (sic) for the 
past two years amounting to costs over $24,000. Before 
exercising their lien they would like to know if there are any 
outstanding mortgages on the aircraft”. Reply stated that 
aircraft had outstanding liens with AASI and Aeroamerica. 
Reportedly sold in South America and due for delivery in 
mid March 1982. Finally she departed Hurn for Keflavik 
on the 27th March, arriving at Boeing Field on the 29th 
where she remained inactive for the rest of the year. 

N321E was probably handed over to Shackleton 
in early 1982. In March she was broken up by Reemer 
Aviation, with all remains having gone by April. 

N7201U sat at Luton till being sold to Turks Holdings 
Ltd, Nassau, Bahamas on the 14th of June, the Bill of 
Sale being signed by Joel Eisenberg, President of 
Aeroamerica. She was broken up at Luton between the 
13th and 17th July. 
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N734T was derelict by the beginning of 1983 and was 
sold for $49,950 for scrap. 
N736T probably never re-entered service with 


Aeroamerica. Was reportedly leased to Pacific Alaska 
Airlines in March 1983, but this is unlikely (see N730T 
below). She was broken up in 1983 at Boeing Field. 

N730T was reportedly leased to Pacific Alaska Airlines 
in May 1983, probably a lien claim for work carried out by 
Pacific Alaska Airlines in February which totalled $66,964. 
Breaking up commenced at Boeing Field in December 
1983. 





Above: N734T in poor condition at Boeing Field in 1982. 
Source: airlinehobby.com 
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Jdel Eisenberg is not a man who would be defeated by 
something as trivial as bankruptcy and financial collapse. 

Below are a few articles, beyond the scope of this 
piece of work, which give some insight as to what Joel 
has been up to since 1983, they are taken verbatim: 


September 1985 

TRAVEL WEEKLY 

WASHINGTON: The Transportation Department is inves- 
tigating reports that Seattle aviation and travel entrepre- 
neur Joel Eisenberg is involved in the operation of New 
Wien, the successor to bankrupt Wien Airlines. 

The DOT is looking into the matter because firms con- 
trolled by Eisenberg had encountered numerous enforce- 
ment problems over the years at the now-defunct CAB, 
including a flying club and an airline company called 
Aeroamerica. 

New Wien is operating under an interim exemption 
from the DOT pending a ruling on its fitness to hold a 
permanent airline certificate . 


April 1988 
TRAVEL WEEKLY 
WASHINGTON: J6el Eisenberg, a Seattle-based airline 
and travel entrepreneur, has been indicted by a federal 
grand jury here for allegedly concealing his involvement 
with a new airline company during a Civil Aeronautics 
Board proceeding five years ago. 

Also indicted was New York attorney Barry Feiner, 
who was listed as the president of the new company, 
Northeast Imperial Airlines. 


February 1991 
Seattle Post Articles 
SEATTLE MAN TARGET OF TAX PROBE RECORDS 
ARE SEIZED BY FEDERAL AGENTS 
By Steve Miletich, Reporter 
A Seattle businessman who allegedly operates a multimil- 
lion-dollar international dial-a-porn network from a Queen 
Anne office building is under investigation for tax evasion, 
according to documents filed in federal court yesterday. 

A. Jdel Eisenberg, 56, whose name surfaced in Se- 
attle more than a decade ago in a consumer-fraud case, 
also is being investigated for mail fraud, bank fraud and 
illegal wiretapping of his estranged wife. 

No charges have been filed. 

FBI and Internal Revenue Service agents served 
search warrants last Friday on Eisenberg’s house and 
offices, seizing numerous business records, other docu- 
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ments and computer equipment. The investigation cen- 
ters on a Seattle-based company, Megaquest, allegedly 
operated by Eisenberg and a Los Angeles woman, Betsy 
Superfon, a name authorities presume to be a pseud- 
onym. Megaquest may have failed to report more than 
$100 million in taxable income from its gross receipts, ac- 
cording to the court documents. Eisenberg wasn’t avail- 
able for comment yesterday, but in 1988 he said he was 
involved only in regular telephone conversation and infor- 
mation services, not dial-a-porn. 


June 2004 

Prospective airport owner has checkered past 

By Marcie Miller (Seattle based news reporter) 

Seattle businessman J6el (pronounced Jo-el) Eisenberg 
gave Island County officials reason to feel hopeful about 
the long-awaited resurrection of the Oak Harbor airport, 
but not all those who know him are enthused. 

Eisenberg met with the Joint Council of Governments 
Wednesday to propose a private-public venture for the 
airport. He told them he would be the owner of the prop- 
erty by month’s end. He is currently chairman of a compa- 
ny called International Telcom, Ltd. Brooke Barnes, who 
lives adjacent to the airstrip on Monroe Landing Road, 
said Eisenberg is not the owner, but just one of many 
note-holders left hanging when Harbor Airlines ceased 
business. Barnes and the other note-holders don’t know 
how to contact owner Richard Boehlke. Eisenberg has 
filed a lawsuit in Island County to gain control and owner- 
ship of the airport from the other creditors. The entrepre- 
neur is no stranger to lawsuits and airports.In one case a 
King County judge ordered him to pay $200,000 to 3,000 
Seattle-area residents who paid for pleasure flights on Air 
Club International that never took off, Eisenberg was or- 
dered to never operate an air travel club again. Eisenberg 
said those fraud charges were the result of not being able 
to refund customers after the company went bankrupt. “It 
was a question of whether | should have known it was go- 
ing out of business” he said. 

Another company he owned, Aeroamerica, was the 
subject of a state attorney general fraud case, in which 
he was fined about $140,000. That company also went 
out of business, in 1982. Eisenberg made the news again 
in 1993 with the Seattle Times headline: “Porn-network 
operator agrees to pay $20,000 to settle civil case.” In 
that case the Federal Trade Commission alleged that five 
corporations owned by Eisenberg, also known as Jack 
Starworth, pressured people to pay for 900 and 976 pre- 
fix calls on their phone bills, which were charged through 


his business. Eisenberg admitted some of the phone lines 
were used for sexually explicit conversations, which is not 
illegal in itself. His fault in that case, he said, was in not 
following through with the threat to sue for nonpayment, 
thus committing fraud. He said he settled at $20,000 to 
avoid higher legal costs. During a lengthy divorce in 1991 
Eisenberg was accused by his estranged wife of wiretap- 
ping her phone line and taping calls. His attorney argued 
that there was a question of whether the law invoked by 
Eisenberg’s wife applied to “family-type” situations. Eisen- 
berg said the charges were dropped when the divorce 
was settled. According to a press release on the Interna- 
tional Telcom Web site, Eisenberg was also involved in a 
lawsuit in Puerto Rico in 1999, in which he sued Puerto 
Rico Telephone for creating a monopoly in the phone ser- 
vice business and shutting out his competing business. 
He gave up that fight and left the Puerto Rican phone 
business in 2001. 

While Barnes holds the principal note on the airport 
property, Eisenberg said he is running the airstrip now, 
renting hangars and selling fuel. Barnes, who lives next 
to the airstrip, said he would like to run it but that he and 
Eisenberg have not talked. 


December 2005 

Airline plans service to city 

By Jessie Stensland (Seattle based news reporter) 

A Seattle airline hopes to start regular, daily flights out of 
Oak Harbor Airport by next spring or early summer. 

Tim Brooks, director of operations for Kenmore Alr, 
said he’s working closely with the FAA to re-establish an 
instrument approach at the airport on Monroe Landing 
Road. The navigational aids will allow airplanes to land in 
all weather and in darkness. 

“We’re seriously interested in re-establishing air ser- 
vice,” he said, adding that the service will be similar to the 
flights Harbor Air once ran. In 2001, the Gig-Harbor based 
company ran into financial trouble and stopped operat- 
ing. 

Harbor Air lost ownership of the airport in a foreclo- 
sure process, but its still not clear who controls the airport 
as litigation continues. 

Brooks said he’s worked out a tentative arrangement 
with the parties involved in the dispute over ownership to 
operate out of the airport. 

“It’s in everyone’s best interest,” he said, “that the air- 
port becomes actively used.” 

Kenmore Air was been known for float planes for the 
last 50 years. But Brooks said Kenmore started a wheel- 
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plane division last year. The airline used to land float 
planes at the Oak Harbor marina, but stopped service 
because there wasn’t enough business. 

If plans work out, Kenmore Air will fly nine-passenger, tur- 
bo-prop Cessna Caravan airplanes from Oak Harbor. The 
planes will land at Boeing field, where passengers can 
pick up a free, 12-minute van shuttle to Sea-Tac airport. 
Brooks said the entire journey from Oak Harbor to Sea- 
Tac will take passengers about 45 minutes. 

Kenmore currently flies to the San Juan islands, Fri- 
day Harbor and Port Angeles. 

Jdel Eisenberg, a Seattle resident, is the man behind 
Air International, a limited-liability corporation that pur- 
chased the debt on the Oak Harbor airport. He believes 
he will own the airport outright when the litigation is finally 
settled in court. 

Yet Eisenberg said he’s not sure when the court battles 
will end. “My lawyer said it will be over in a few months, 
but I’ve heard that before,” he said. 

San Juan Airlines tried to start up regular commercial 
flights out of the small Oak Harbor airport several years 
ago, but its intentions were thwarted by uncertainly over 
ownership. 

Eisenberg said he’s excited about Kenmore Air’s 
plans for Oak Harbor’s airport. “I’m totally impressed by 
the operation,” he said. 
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